é\w‘ g‘“"\\)\\/\@_\-‘a\\s g\/\aﬁ Q

Now, the reality of our sin and the separation it brings from God doesn’t
stop people from trying life or even religion on their own. People try many
things on their own terms to find meaning in life, and for some, even to
find their way back to God.

Isaiah 64:6 says that even our righteous attempts for God on our own are
as filthly rags in His sight.

So God says that our attempts for meaning or religious improvement apart
from Him are useless. While this may sound harsh, He as Creator alone
lays out the design for humanity as well as the way to true redemption and
meaning in life.

Yet people still search for meaning and strive with great effort to cross the
gap of separation back to God. As one struggling to wade across a swift
stream only to find it impossible, so is the one trying to gain favor with
God on his or her own. Sin makes this distance back to God impossible on
our own.
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Genesis 1 records God'’s creation of all things. Psalm 19 and Romans 1
speak of the glory of God in creation. Ultimately, we must all choose by
faith whether we’ll believe the claims of Scripture. Romans 9 compares
God as designer to a potter molding a piece of clay. If God is Creator of
all things, He has a purpose for all things. \
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In the begmmng God made aIl things perfect, including man and woman.
Like the symbolism of a bride on her wedding day, mankind once stood
righteous before a holy God. In Genesis 3, however, we read of sin entering
the world as Adam and Eve chose to doubt God and then act contrary to His
instruction.

Romans 5 explains that through man’s sin in the garden, sin now becomes

automatic for every person. Romans 3:10 says that “there is none righteous,
no not one.” Romans 3:23 says that “all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God.”

God explains in His Word that His holiness and our sinfulness are not
compatible. Our sin brings a gap of separation between us and God.
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1 The one who knows he or she is messed up has access to this Jesus. The

(" one who strives to clean up for God.has.ace e one
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whotries 1iving life on his or her own in hopes of finding a place with God
has access to this same Jesus. Anyone who tries to find a way back to God
in their own way still has access to this same Jesus.

Coming to faith in Christ is just that... faith. It is realizing that you can do

‘3 nothing to bridge your way back to a relationship with God because of  «
your sin. Jesus bridged this gap and only He is able to offer this access, this
justice before God, this forgiveness, this new life all through trust in Him.

Ephesians 2:8-9 states, “For by grace you have been saved through faith.
\J ) \ And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works,
so that no one may boast.”

Finally, we read in Romans 10:9-10, “because, if you confess with your

mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him
m—

from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is
justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.”
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Coming to faith in Christ is just that... it is a choice of the heart to place -
one’s trust solely in Jesus for the forgivness of your sins before God. It is
through faith pledging to follow this same Jesus by faith throughout the rest
of your life. It's coming to the end of yourself and beginning a new chapter
by faith in Jesus” perfect life, sacrificial death, and glorious resurrection.

e |
g ' ‘ Making this faith choice is not a rote prayer, but rather a conscious choice
: * q in your heart. If you find God showing you these things are true and you
. - _ -\\ \ believe them and want to follow Him by faith, simply cry out to him in
"‘ r g 2R &_i o SP\A {\‘\'\Sﬁa : 40W\/50\\.)“0V\ your own words telling Him that!
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